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Abstract

An attempt has been made in the study to inquire into the role of mass education in
political development. The study was conducted among the 100 participants and 200 non-
participants in mass education-in two selected villages of Paba Upazila of Rajshahi
district in Bangladesh. The researcher followed the techniques of survey and observation
methods to collect primary & field data for this study. The data were collected on
different dimensions such as demographic and socio-economic political background of
participant and non-participant in mass education in the study area and political
awareness, values, and political participation of respondents. To investigate the role of
mass education in political development, the researcher examined the participation of the
respondents about political right, political participation, awareness about female
members, citizenship duties as voters, knowledge of cross voting and opinion about the
bad impact of strike, opinion about of voting in election and other activities of political
development. The study revealed that the respondents are lower in soci-economic status,
in terms of occupation, land ownership, income and so on. The study explored that
participants in mass education have better political knowledge and awareness than non
participant respondents. An analysis of non participant’s political background revealed
that they were not politically active and conscious. Though majority of the non
participants of respondents who did not come in touch of mass education have given their
vote in favour of their party’s nominated candidate. Candidate’s quality or party’s
programme was less important to them. On the other hand, those who come in touch of
the mass education programme before performing their voting power, have considered

party’s programme and quality of candidates.

The study has clearly depicted that most of non-participants of the respondents at the
grass root level were not aware of and active about politics, political rights and

participation in political activities. However, it was found that participants in mass
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education were comparatively more aware than the non-participants regarding these

issues.

The study also explored that there is a significant relationship between mass education of

participant’s and their occupations, political involvement of family members and political

awareness of respondents.

Finally, the study identified some issues which need serious attention to develop the role

of mass education in political development.
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Chapter 1
Background of the Study

1.1 Introduction

The significance of mass education is vital in the progress and development of a state.
There is no altematix)e human resources in the formation and development of society. The
development of our democratic Bangladesh is not possible without political development.
We know that the main purpose of the development process is changing. Besides, it is
clear to all that the poor and the illiterate people are the burden of the society and they are
a great barrier to development. Education helps manifestation of mentality, psychological
development and change which directly create impacts in the social development.
Specially, mass education (adult education) helps such people to be inspired to bring
change in their habits, culture, social condition and management as well. Then he became
inspired to change himself. Consequently, he achieves ability to play vital role in
individual, social and political development as well. Mass education can act as a light
house in political development and in overcoming political crisis. It is necessary to
educate the people of developing countries of the South Asian region to diminish the
obstacle in developing political environment. Our country is a developing and democratic
one. It needs to ensure enormous participation of the public to develop our political
environment. However, there is a little spontaneous participation of the public in the

progress of our country.

1.2 Statement of the Study

Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in the world. Most of the people of this
country can not fulfill their basic needs due to poverty. In recent times the govt. provides
privilege on expansion of education for human resource development. Consequently, the
expansion of education especially primary mass education is cheered all over our country.
The Integrated Non-formal Education Extension Programme (INFEEP) was taken in
1991. This programme was substantialized in the term from 1991-1997 and about 24.7
lakh illiterate people were made literate under this programme though the goal was 16.7.
The main objective of this programme was to build non-formal structure in our country.

During the period this programme had a new department with the small department of
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primary & mass education, established in 1992. In 1995 the office of INFEEP was
transformed to non-formal education department. Consequently, the country wide
expansion of mass education occurred in a well organized way. Actually, a well

compacted movement for mass education was introduced from that time.

Later the department of primary and mass education turned into Ministry of Primary and
Mass Education. And different projects of non-formal education have been directing
directly under this Ministry. In 1995, four non-formal education project were taken with
an estimated cost of 12, 76.62 core to make literate a total of 345.54 lakh illiterate people.
The programmes under project-2 have already been successfully accomplished. The
programmes under project-3 are now in process. The programmes under project-4 is not

in operation It is mentioned that-

1. Project-1 performed, its activities in the Thana,

2. Project-3 is performing its activities in the towns and divisional headquarters

Hundreds of NGOs are running as the assistant organizations for the advancement of
mass education under Ministry of Primary and Mass Education. On the other hand, the
TLM project is also running in different districts under the leadership of DC. There was
the existence of post literacy program for period of % months, substantialized under the
ministry. A total of 935 education center has been directed under non-stop education
programme. Now the rate of literacy in our country is 65.5%, where the non-formal
education programme played a significant role. UNESCO also played a significant role in
establishing a strong base of non formal education and its effectiveness in our country.
The non-formal education programme was propounded from September, 2003 to August
2005 under the govt. order. The mass education programme was again started from
August 2005 under the non formal education bureaus. The Participants will become self
dependent, skilled, experienced and capable of holding their newly achieved knowledge
along with attainting literacy, through this programme. Bangladesh is a democratic
country. To ensure political development we have to make our people literate and
efficient. As it is impossible to make our people literate through formal education, there is
a great significance of non formal education for attaining this purpose. It becomes
obviously clear that almost every govt. from the very beginning of our country was less
attentive to mass education. However, it has positive impact on social and political

development of our country in consideration of the influences and consequences of this

education programme.



In Bangladesh most of the illiterate people in both urban and rural areas are influenced by
sentimental politics. They are convinced very easily by others and they hardly have their
own common sense. This is why the developing countries are attempting to follow
different tactics to implement up-to-date education system to make the people conscious
of their rights. The provisions of education are arranged to convert the illiterate and other
people who are deprived of education into literate, conscious and efficient human
resource. It also changes the view of people towards educational development. We have a
huge number of illiterate people here in our country. It is possible to transform the people
into productive human resources through manifesting their thoughts and social sense
through educational Programme. As a democratic nation, the majority of our people are
illiterate. The massive expansion of mass education can make the people educated,
conscious and experienced. It is noted that this education is designed for the people with
the age ranging from 11-45. They are also provided with the knowledge of socio-
economical, political, theoretical and practical knowledge. Different efforts have been
undertaken for the making of the illiterate people literate through mass education and
literacy programmes have been running for about half a century. In Bangladesh the mass
education Programme is conducted under the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education. It
is mentioned that Mass Education (adult education) Programme was lunched many years

ago and is still continuing in Bangladesh.

It is noted that in- 2005 non-formal education Programme was introduced under the
Ministry of Primary Education with the title of Bureau of Non Formal Education. So, it
has appeared that every government of our country in different periods was interested in
mass education. This process was sometimes dynamic, sometimes sluggish, but has
created more positive attention to political and social changes. So, making the people
literate through non formal education is an epoch-making step as it is impossible to make

all the people literate through formal education. Thus, the political development of the

country will be expedited.

1.3 Rationale of the Study

Every citizen of our country must be educated and conscious to get rid of the crisis in the
political development of our country. Mass education programme is an effective step like

general education system. Claude. C. Welch has mentioned in his book Political



Modernization that —political development requires the gradually increasing participation
of the people and the solidarity of the persons involved in the political provisions. In that
two terms (participation and solidarity) there must be included only the educated and
experienced person. No illiterate person will be allowed to enter in this process. And mass
education is such education system which has the ability to make all the people literate
who are deprived of education. So mass education played a wide spread role in the
political developmeht of a country. It is necessary to gather sufficient data relevant to
mass education and its role in the political development. For this reason, I am highly
interested to make a study on the “Role of Mass Educational Programme in Political

Development”. The benefits of this study are as follows:

1.3.1 Development about Politics of Bangladesh

Bangladesh is a developing country in South Asia. Almost all the features contained in
our politics are available in the politics of South and South-East Asian region. What about
our politics? Whether we have rich or poor political environment? Through my research,

it will be clear to all.

1.3.2 Development about Politics and Mass Educational Knowledge

I tried my best to interpret development, political development as well as mass education
as much as possible through analyzing the definitions given by some famous writers. The

main advantage here is that any person will be able to grasp these matters and can get

knowledge about it easily.

1.3.3 Developmént about Social Awareness

This research will help in realizing the benefits of mass education and its role in
developing the consciousness of people about their role in the development of politics and
society wherein they live. For this necessary data are collected directly from the students
in the fields with reliable evidences. The collected data are also enriched through
communicating with the teachers and the organizations who direct the mass education

programme. So, it may be expected that this research will be helpful to realize the role of

mass education in political development.



1.3.4 Development about Non Formal Education

To eliminate the present crisis in political development, we need proper expansion of
mass education. We hope that this expansion will increase day by day. Abu Hamid Latif,
has mentioned that “there is the absence of advanced political and socio-economic
circumstances in the colonial dominated free countries of the third world. There is no
reason to think that this situation will be changed in near future. In this context, if we
want to involve the mass people in the large circle of education and culture, non formal
education can also be an effective way. A recommendation has also been made in this

research to expand the non formal education programme (Latif, 1984:94).

1.3.5 Development about National Politics

About half of the total population of our country are women. Most of them, specially the
village women are deprived of their basic needs. It is quite impossible to ensure the
notional and political development without the contribution of half of the total
Population. We have to ensure education for every root level women which might ensure
both social and political development. For example I made an appointment with Nasima
Khatun, a housewife who helped her husband in the agricultural activities and she was
completely an illiterate woman. But after participating in mass education programme,
now she is not only a housewife but also an active member of rural government. She has

acquired a good conception of politics and she is very much confident in leadership.

1.3.6 Development of Own Confidence

If implementation of mass education can be made and consciousness about education can
be created among the adult, the illiterate men and women of our country will inspire our

national level of education. Non-formal education may be the way to ensure it, because

mass education results in —

® The participator will become able to read signboards;
¢ Can be capable of reading newspapers and documents;
e Will be able to write letters;

e Will attain the ability to communicate with others;

¢ Acquire the knowledge of how to use computer;




They can also be conscious about their rights and be free from persecution and torture.
Consequently a person can be very much confident in every sphere of his or her life. And

it is another rational aspect of my research.

1.3.7 Development about Adult Literacy

Mass education is a mandatory pre-requisite for the prosperity of individual, family,
society and state as well. My research is conducted over the title “Role of Mass

Educational Programme in Political Development”.

From the research, it appears that mass education programme or adult education can keep

the following contributions in political development—

1. Mass Education helps people to be democratic, conscious and ethical.

2. The people become conscious about the government policy in the proper
distribution of resources and implementation of government’s rules and policies.

3. A leading part of national manpower attains literacy and high level training.

4. This manpower can be employed in different development programmes which
will decrease wastage of resources and ensure its maximum utilization.

5. Increase of production, per capita income, national income can be made through
creating skilled manpower.

So, it became obviously clear that the importance of research on mass education in

personal, social and national perspectives is absolutely vital.

1.3.8 Development of Social Culture

The reasons behind my research are as follows

e Mass education increases the basic literacy, ability to compute and skill to solve
the problem among the people who are deprived of education. So they become
able to contribute in the general activities of their society.

e They become able to use their skill in their daily life attained from literacy
program/mass education.

e It inspires the newly literate person to join income generating activities through

arranging trade based training.

e [t inspires self-consciousness, self confidence, patience and other qualities among

the newly literate people.



* Make the people conscious about their rights.

e It helps in attaining the ability to take part in the social development activities
with personal and combined effort.

* Itintroduces the people with profession based on strategies and techniques besides
taking education and also inspires them to use these techniques and strategies in
different activities.

* It creates positive mentality of the newly literate people. So they become careful
about the education of their children.

* Mass education helps the people to attain the leadership quality.

* The continuous process of mass education contributes in the overall development
of the society.

Lastly, the target groups of Mass Education programmes are the drop-out people from
schools, poor illiterate people of towns and slum dwellers, rural illiterate people, illiterate
women of villages and illiterate tribals of the hilly region as well. Under the Ministry of
Primary and Mass Education, it is attempting to make their target group literate and
which is directed under non-formal education programme. That leads to massive political
development. It is necessary to spread the success and usefulness of this education system
into the root level of the society. For this, it needs wakeful attention of the people.
Another important matter is, we have to increase the dynamism of mass education
programme for the overall political development of our country. For these reasons, I have

found the rationale behind this research

1.4 Objectives of the Study

The main objective of the study is to assess the role of mass education in the political

development of Bangladesh. The specific objectives of the study are;

1. To analyze the role of mass education in political development of Bangladesh;

2. To collect sufficient information on the role of mass education programme in
political development;

To describe the existing state of mass education and political development;
To present the historical development of mass education;

To evaluate social impact of mass education in political development;

S

To provide suggestions for the more effective role of mass education in political
development.




1.5 Operational Definition of Key Concept

The word variables may have subjective or objective meaning. The objective meaning
refers to universal understanding that is same to dictionary meaning, while the subjective
meaning may vary from situation to situation, place to place or from person to person. For
instance the word ‘birth’ and ‘death’ are universally understood while the word poor’
conveys different meaning for different persons, there being no obvious universal margin
between rich and poor. Following are some key words and variables in this study that

have been operationally defined for distinctness of purpose.

1.5.1 Politics

Many scholars define this term from their own view. Rogers (1950) defines politics as it
“covers the entire field of political life and behaviors.” It embraces the relation between the
state and the individual. The politics deals with human relationship of super ordination and
subordination of dominance and submission of the governors and the governed. Politics
may broadly include “non institutionalized violence as a means of carrying or settling
conflict; or it may be restricted to conflict carried on by institutionally controlled patterns of

voting, lobbing etc.” (Ban Field, 1964:516).

Pye (1966:29) defines politics as “The activity by which differing interests within a given
unit of rule are conciliated by giving them a share in power in proportion to their

importance to the welfare and the survival of the whole community.

1.5.2 Development

Generally development refers to economic growth. There are some people who mean
development as socio economic and infrastructural transformation. Example may include
as the transformation of feudalism to capitalism. In broad sense, development refers to
provide specialty to over all development and advancement of society and public living.
In the fifth decade political scientist S.M. Lipeset expressed in his analysis that “there are
ample possibilities of democratically successfulness of such country where there are a lot
of scope of industrialization and mentionable rate of education as well”. That it is clear

that industrial development involves the social as well as political development.



According to economists development is a dynamic process, which ascertains the economic,
social and mental development to the people through perfect participation of the mass people
in the social and economic field. According to UNDP “Development means the increasing of

per capita income mean lifetime and knowledge of a specific area of a country”.

1.5.3 Political Development

Political Development is a wide, complex and multi-facet idea. There is no common
agreement on the definition of the term. Some consider economic and social advancement
are the index of political development. S.M. Lipset thinks that a country where level of
industrialization is substantial, comparatively the people livening in the town is higher,
economic solvency and rate of literate people is higher, the prospect of democracy is
higher in that country L.W. Pye in his book “Aspects of Political Development™ has

enumerated ten syndromes of political development.

1.5.4 Education

Education refers to the process of learning and acquiring information. Education can be
divided into two main types: formal learning through an institution such as a school and
self-taught learning or what is often termed life experience. Generally, education is
important for learning basic life skills, as well as learning advanced skills that can make a
person more perfect in all side. Political scientist Aristotle said “Education is the creation

of sound mind in a sound body”. So, Education aims at developing innate powers of man.

1.5.5 Mass Education

We know, that the main purpose of development is changing. Education aims at the
manifestation of mental, psychological development and change which have impact on
social development, but it is clear to all that the poor are deprived of education and
illiterate people are the burden to the society and they create barrier to development.
However, mass education or adult education helps such people to be inspired to create

change in their habits, social condition and management skills as well. Then they would

become able to be changed by themselves. Consequently, they would become able to play
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vital role in individual, social and political development as well. The scope of getting
knowledge for the illiterate people is limited. As they are unable to read, their only way of
getting knowledge and understanding about something is to hear from others. So they
become victims of the selfish person and groups. When the illiterate person will become
literate, they will be able to read books and newspapers and thereby they can acquire
knowledge. This leads to the rapid development of their, their country and the politics
therein. Education of mass people leads to increasing social consciousness of human
beings. Thus they become able to understand the individual’s interest and they start to
think about the social development and territorial activities with spontaneous effort. This
type of motivation comes from education and also creates unity of thought. Then they
provide probability of a group effort than individual effort for social development. They
become attentive to development from this perception and learn how to be united. Then
they form schools, clubs and co-operative organizations etc. which relate to political
development in the society. The term ‘mass’ refers to public. So the general meaning of
mass education is education of the public. There are various terms for it in different
countries. In U.K. it is ‘Further Education’, in France it is ‘Popular Education’, in U.S.A.
it is ‘Adult Education’. In Bangladesh it is “Mass Education”. “Mass Education” in
Bangladesh is literacy training for the adult illiterate people, so that they can increase
their work efficiency and develop consciousness by having primary education. It means
that the programme which is introduced to provide minimum education to the adult

illiterate people is considered as mass literacy program (Ali, 1967:20-35).

We should be clear about the literacy which is provided to the public. Literate means
literate of knowledge. Signature means ones signature of his own. In 40" decade, one
person was considered as literate if he was able to sign his name only. But with the

change of time this view has also been changed.

A table is provided in Bangladesh National Curriculum and Textbook Committee report
which provides the characteristic and character of formal education and non-formal

education and a clear concept about the definition, nature and features of mass education.
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Table 1.1

Objectives and Characteristics of Formal and Non formal Education of Bangladesh

System of
Education

Objectives

Formal
Education

The objectives of formal education are determined to form a wide formation
for all students (Technical education also comes under this definition).

Certificate Oriented: Attaining certificate is the prime objective in every
phage of this education system. And education life requires a long time, but
ensures any gain of economic and social opportunities and also helps in
increasing positional status.

‘Long Term: Formal education is a long-term process. They know that they

have to stay some years to pass each of the stages of this education process.

4. Full Time: Formal education is full time. There are less opportunities for
doing other works.

Non-formal
Education

The objectives of non-formal education are determined on the necessity of

group, class or community.

Not Certificate Oriented: This education system is mainly practical,
effective and work-oriented. Student does not get any certificate after
finishing this education. But it can be profitable to be assigned to a work.

Short Term: Non-formal education is a short term process. The period of
time of each function is determined, according to the necessity of the
learners to reach at the ultimate goal.

- Part Time: Since non-formal education is part a time, work the learners

can be engaged in other activities. There is every scope of allotting time
according to the opportunity of the learners.

However, although there are some differences between the characteristics and features of

formal education and non-formal education, they are complimentary and supplementary

to each other. If education is considered as the process to change the skill and behavior of

human beings through the manifestation and unfolding of creativity in them, it must be

considered that these education systems are mutually related. But it is necessary to form a

planned relation between these education systems for the purpose of making education

opportunities available for every level of people of the society through diversification of

education process. Different countries are now attempting to form connection between

formal and non-formal education. It is very difficult to materialize, but if it is possible, a

benefit will be attained in the development of political & educational sector.
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