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ABSTRACT

The present study is an investigation relating to social identity, cross-

category membership and intergroup relations. It is an attempt to interrelate

the social identity with several variables such as group comparisons, gender
identification, age variation and residential differentiation. These four”

independent variables were tested with the help of the measures of adjectiy_e P

check list resulting in differential amount of social identity. Group
composition represented Santals and Hindus. Gender represented boys and
girls. Age represented 13 years age group and 16 years age group. Residence

represented urban and rural.

The objective of the study was to investigate social identity of Santals
as racial ethnic group and Bengali Hindus as religious ethnic group in the
cross-category membership of inter-group relations as related to gender, age
and residence. Three hypotheses formulated in the present study were:
(1) Bengali Hindus as religious ethnic group would evaluate self and
own-group more positively and out-group more negatively as compared to
Santals as racial ethnic groups. (2) Boys would evaluate self and own-group
more positively and out-group more negatively as compared to girls.
(3) Respondents with 16 years age would evaluate self and own-group
significantly more positively and the reciprocal out-group more negatively

as compared to respondents with 13 years age.

The sample of the present study was composed of 240 respondents.
They were equally divided into Santals as racial ethnic group and Bengali

Hindus as religious ethnic group. Each ethnic group was equally divided into
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boys and girls. They were again equally divided into 13 years age group and
16 years age group. Finally, each age group was equally subdivided into
urban and rural according to their residential background. The measure of

Adjective Check List was used for data collection.

The data were analysed using the statistical technique of Analysis of
Variance (ANOVA). The results were computed in three parts. In the first
part, ANOVA was computed separately for Santals. This was done in three
sections. In the first section, ANOVA was computed with the scores of
self-evaluation representing two level of gender (Boy/Girl), two level of age
(13 years/16 years) and two level of residence (Urban/Rural). In the second
section, ANOVA was computed with the scores of own group evaluation
representing two level of gender (Boy/Girls), two level of age (13 years/16
years) and two level of residence (Urban/Rural). In the third section,
ANOVA was computed on the scores of out-group evaluation representing
two level of gender (Boy/Girl), two level of age (13 years/16 years) and two
level of residence (Urban/Rural). Similar procedure was followed in the
second part for the respondents of Bengali Hindus. However, the third part
of the results contained ANOVA involving group composition
(Santal/Bengali Hindu), gender (Boys/Girls) and age (13 years/16 years)
regérdless of residential background separately on self-evaluation,

own-group evaluation and out-group evaluation.

The results of the study provided empirical supports to all the
hypotheses. It was found that Bengali Hindus as religious ethnic group
evaluated self and own-group significantly more positively and out-group
more negatively as compared to Santals as racial ethnic group. These

findings emerged from the theory of social identity in relation to cross-
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category membership. Furthermore, the results showed that irrespective of
age and residential background. The boys evaluated self and own-group
significantly more positively and out-group more negatively as compared to
girls. However, this finding was not consistent through out the results.
Hence, it may be said that the second hypothesis was partially supported by
the investigation of the study. The third hypothesis that respondents with 16
years age would evaluate self and own-group more positively and reciprocal
out-group more negatively has been partially supported by the findings. It
was found that Santal and Hindu respondents of 16 years age evaluated

out-group significantly more negatively than the respondents of 13 years
age. But in case of self-evaluation, the Santal and Hindu respondents of 13
and 16 years age failed to obtain significant difference. Lastly, the findings
of the present study provided strong support to the fourth hypothesis. It was
found that respondents with urban residential background have evaluated
self and own-group significantly more positively and out-group significantly
more negatively as compared to the respondents with rural residential

background.

In conclusion, it might be said that social identity may provide
different sources of meaning due to cross-category membership. It is likely
that these differences in identities may overlap. Sometimes, they may
reinforce each other. Again they may constrain the self and own-group from
negative evaluation of the out-group. These conditions have appeared in the
present study and they provide important cues for future investigation in the

area of social identity of inter-group relation.



LIST OF TABLES

viii

Tables No. Descriptions Page No.

Table 1

Table 2

Table 3

Table 4

Table 5

Table 6

Showing break-up of sample distribution. ..........cocovvvvvvevrernnnnn.

Showing summary of ANOVA representing gender, age

and residence for self evaluation of Santal respondents on

the scores of Adjective Check List (N=120).....cccovviviviuininnne.

Showing mean scores and significant mean difference
between boy and girl for self-evaluation of Santals on the

scores of Adjective Check List (N=60 for each group).............

Showing mean scores and significant mean difference
between the respondents with urban and rural residential

background for self-evaluation of Santals on the scores of

Adjective Check List (N=60 for each group). .....ccccovevvevrnnnn...

Showing cell means and significant mean differences
involving two-way interaction between gender and age of
Santals for self-evaluation on the scores of Adjective

Check List (N=30 for each cell)......cccccvviivrivriireecrreieneereennnn

Showing cell means and significant mean differences
involving two-way interaction between age and residence

of Santals for self-evaluation on the scores of Adjective

hetk Ligk(N=31) for cach Eroup beawemsamms oot

.41

s 0

Dl

..... 62



Table 7

Table 8

Table 9

Table 10

Table 11

Table 12

Table 13

Showing summary of ANOVA involving gender, age and

residence of Santals for own-group evaluation on the

scores of Adiective Chgck: LISt (N=120). cumsumsmsesmmmmmsopnss 64

Showing mean scores and significant mean difference
between boy and girl of Santals for own-group evaluation
on the scores of Adjective Check List (N=60 for each

511 DO SR —

Showing mean scores and significant mean difference
between 13 years and 16 years Santal respondents for

own-group evaluation on the scores of Adjective Check

List (IN=60 for 2ach groun): casmes s smmmnisoms s mimmns e

Showing means scores and significant mean difference
between urban and rural Santal respondents for own-group

evaluation on the scores of Adjective Check List (N=60

for gach SrouD): s ssmmmr s e S

Showing cell means and significant mean differences
involving two-way interaction between age and residence
of Santals for own-group evaluation on the scores of

Adjective Check List (N=30 for each group). ......cccccovueeinnn,

Showing summary of ANOVA involving gender, age and

residence of Santal for Out-group evaluation on the scores

of Adiective Check List IN=120) oot

Showing mean scores and significant mean difference
between boy and girl of Santals for out-group evaluation
on the scores of Adjective Check List (M=60 for each

A 11| 5 ) S ——

....05

s

.-

.10

s



Figure 12 Showing two-way interaction effect between gender and
age of Hindus for out-group evaluation

Figure 13 Showing two-way interaction effect between gender and
residence of Hindus for out-group evaluation

Figure 14 Showing two-way interaction effect between gender and
residence of Hindus for out-group evaluation

Figure 15 Showing three-way interaction effect between gender, age
and residence of Hindus for out-group evaluation

Figure 16 Showing two-way interaction effect between gender and
age for self-evaluation

Figure 17 Showing two-way interaction effect between group
composition and gender

Figure 18 Showing two-way interaction effect between group

composition and age for out-group evaluation ..o

----------------------------------

.........................

------------------

..............................................................

...........................................................

Xvii



xviii

CONTENTS
Page No
DICCIANARIOMN i soiimisnsis conmoinsnss s s e s S oA TN SRS DRSS A HEVATSS i
T T [ P O ii
AcKknowledZement ............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e iii
P 1751 1 7271 A v
List 0f TaDIes ...c.oooviiiiiiiiiii e e viii
L8t OF BIDHTER ..o s sssmsms e X1
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION.....ccocrireisrersrensnnsrecsasesssssassassansons 1-40
Theory of Inter-group Relations ........cccccoooiiiiniiiiiiininniccn 3
A Five-Stage Model of Inter-group Relations ..o 9
Belisf Conurueios TIEOTT: e i im o s s 11
Comtact THEOI s s o e ey e sorsvssas 13
Bihno Linguistic VIl THBOET st s emms 15
vReviewof Relevaiit LIETAtUIS viimmosimssmssmmannsmssassnansisaissmsnssns 17
» Ratiohialeof the StV .. cummsimnssimmosmmmemsssssmmaisbiommanmns sobii 29
« Santals as Recial Ethnic Group ......cccccvvvvvviininniininieenin, 30
Bengali Hindus as Religious Ethnic Group ........cccccecvvvvnvinniiinn ey 2
s DBjective of the STUdy..... comsssmmummmumommamesmssss T
o I DIOERERES: e o R ST UL ARV ER S SR TR 35

Formulation and Justification of Hypotheses.........ccccoiiiiininiinncns 36



XiX

CHAPTER TWO: METHOD AND PROCEDURE .......ccccevenruirnirnens 41-52
BB BTINBLE. n o mmsmisivmsns o 0 i S5 AN SR A 41
Selection of INSTIUMENT ....c.covvveeereviirrerecree e eseesseeseesresesssesnenees 41
Methodological Perspective of the Measure of Social Identity ........ 44
Description of Adjective Check List (ACL) ..ccccccvniiviiiininiiiiiinnen, 47
Construction of Adjective Check List.....ccccovvvrvevirininnineniniinnennen, 48
Administration of Adjective Chigek Lisl cspmummmmmmesmmmmens a1
TDBBIEIN,. .o 1o S A RN SV RSB S 52

CHAPTER THREE: RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION......... 53-133
1.1 Self-evaluation of Santals.........cecvererienienereinennneneseenn, 35S
1.2 Own-group Evaluation of Santals........ccccoerveiciiiininnininnn, 64
1.3 Out-group Evaluation of Santals.......cccocoviiviniininiinininnen 72
2.1 Self-evaluation of Bintus:assanssssvsmsmerimsmssmmosvsspmmn 81
2.2 Own-gronp Bvaluation of Hindus:smemnamsssovmmamgpomi 89
2.3 Qut-group Evaluation of Hindus s 100
3.1 Self-evaluation Involving Group, Gender and Age .................. 112
3.2 Own-group Evaluation Involving Group, Gender and Age......116
3.3 Out-group Evaluation Involving Group, Gender and Age........ 120
Summary of the Main Findings. .suumsssssmnsssmsmmamamms 125

CHAPTER FOUR: DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION............ 134-156

REBEREMCE ..covmsssmmmmmemsmmmmsonanssenssmpsmmsssosrsmmssmssssonnans sbfs iS50 157-174

APPEHNIIIR  coirosmsmmsmmmmmsmsvasmspsramsmmsunsmssmmsamasssmmssaat i i e s amsass 175



INRODUCTION




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Cross-categorization is an important dimension in the concept of
social identity. Social identity is used in understanding inter-group relations.
Tajfel (1982) introduced the concept of social identity for explaining inter-
group behaviour. In this act of inter-group behavior, cross-category
membership directs the individual to play a vital role in inter-group
relations. In this sense, group identification, ethnocentrism, inter-group
conflict and competition are associated with the concept of cross-
categorization within the preview of social identity. In this perspective,
Tajfel (1978) attempted to make a synthesis between multi-group
membership and individualization of the out-group in the form of cross-
categorization of inter-group behaviour. This has been explained by Taylor
(1966) as the process of social identity where an individual may belong to
different category of membership. FFor example, a person may belong to
several categories of identity. He may belong to a religious group, a
linguistic group, a cultural group or a social group in the same social
identity. Thus people of Bangladesh have a common identity as Bangladeshi
citizen. This identity has a multi-dimensional aspect. A large number of
cross-category memberships may be identified as Bangladeshi citizen and
may be categorized as Bengalis, Santals, Chakmas etc. on the basis of racial
origin, Again they may be divided into various groups on the basis of

religion, language, culture etc.



Thus it appears that the phenomenon of cross-categorization is evident
in the social identity process of the Bangladeshi citizen. It may be said that
social identity may take different forms due to cross-category memberships.
The present study would explore social identity as a function of cross-
category membership in the ethnic groups of sandals and Bengali Hindus in
Bangladesh.

Several studies conducted in the context of Bangladesh (Huq, 1985;
Moeed, 1990) have shown that Bangladesh is not an ethno-linguistically
homogeneous, country. As P.J. Bertocci (1984) observed “although
Bangladesh is for the most part cthno-linguistically homogeneous, its
population contains a variety of non-Bangali, non-Muslim groups whose
geographical location in relation to important national resources far
outweighs their demographic significance in the country as a whole”. It is,
therefore, clear that Bangladesh cannot be treated as a monolingual country.
Again, it can not be treated as a country of one race. But Bangladesh is a
country of cultural, linguistic and religious diversity. This position of
Bangladesh gives rise to the study of social identity in the context of
cross-category membership. In this context cross-category membership,
racial origin cultural differentiation and religious distinctiveness have been
treafed with Santal and Bengali Hindu population.

Specifically the present study has selected the Santals living in the
district of Rajshahi region and Bengali Hindus living in Bangladesh as two

ethnic groups who share many national, linguistic and cultural elements. In

this sense, they may be regarded as two distinct ethnic groups with cross-


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































