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ABSTRACT 

Generally Rural Periodic Market (RPM) means a small scale market where people solemnize 
their every day purchasing and selling for mainly consumption purposes and continuing every 
day’s economic activities. The evolution and development of rural periodic markets are usually 
conditioned by population pressure, transport intensity, consumer’s income, inter-center 
distance and range of goods. This study concerns with the environmental perspectives and 
Distance Decay function of the rural periodic markets of Nawabganj upazila in Chapai 
Nawabganj district. The main theme of this study is that the present way of life of the people of 
the study area is closely interlinked with the rural periodic markets. Moreover, many people talk 
about the various aspects of rural periodic market including its environmental consequences. 
But none of the environmentalist or think-tank did conduct any comprehensive and rigorous 
study in this field. Being a much talked about issue, the researcher has conducted this study with 
a view to identifying and understanding the spatial nature of rural periodic markets and its 
impact on physical and human environment. Some selected methodology like social survey, 
observation and case study along with some techniques of data collection and analysis where 
some environmental aspects have been given special priority in the present study.  

The study area has a total 40 RPMs, and out of these 6 RPMs are growth center, 17 RPMs 
revenue collection haats and 17 non-government RPMs. The findings for the questionnaire 
survey in the study area shows the location of the RPMs and its historical background, land 
forms as well as physical condition of the area, climate, population density, agricultural, 
literacy and transport have been presented. Then the site and situation of RPM in each union 
has been discussed where only one RPM and the subject have been represent as the 
representative of the whole situation of the particular study area. The initiation and 
development of RPMs in the study area involved four factors such as personal influence 
(22.5%), population pressure (35%), communication facilities (17.5%) and surplus production 
(25%). The study area’s Rn value is 1.06 which is close to one and therefore, it indicates that 
the haats of this upazila are randomly distributed. The RPMs have been classified into four 
classes i.e. 08 is in 1st order haat, 09 is in 2nd order haat, 09 is in 3rd order haat and 14 RPMs 
are in 4th order. Temporal distribution of RPM means distribution relates with time context. 
Daily RPMs is 01, weekly 09 and Bi-weekly 30. Spatio-temporal synchronization of RPM 
such as same day markets 5.55 km., adjacent day markets 3.81 km. one day separated markets 
3.47 km. and two days separated markets are 3.21 km. In Nawabganj sadar upazila out of nine 
RPM rings two are incomplete rings and seven are complete RPM rings.  

The main focus of the study is to determined trade as well as the spatial interactions among 
the markets and the products being assembled. The convergence of the product has been 
examined in the light of distance and perishability. There are two parameters which have 
analyzed the background of physical factors and social milieu. Such association has been 
documented in a matrix to find out the development of the positive and negative relationship.  

The total calculative positive impact points are one thousand five hundred thirty seven 
(+1537) and the total negative impact points are minus nine hundred and ninety (-990). So it 
may get 547 positive points often deleting the negative impact points from the total positive 
impact point and it is said that the study area have the positive impact of Rural Periodic 
Markets. However in order to get more expected positive value points regarding 
environmental perspective all RPMs should be established in well planned and environment 
friendly manner.  
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Glossary of Bengali Terms 
 
Aman  : Main crop grown in winter season or during haimantic (late 

autumn) autumn season. 
Arat  : A warehouse or storehouse of a wholesale dealer. 
Aratdar : Generally, a wholesale dealer working as middleman on 

commission basis and owning an arot for storage on prescribed 
terms for farm or other products. 

Aus rice : A variety of rice grown during Bhadoi (mid August to 
September) season crop. 

Boishakh  : First Month of the Bengali year (mid April to mid-May). 
Barind : Pleistocene terraces of northern region of Bangladesh.  
Barinda  : People who live in the Barind areas.  
Bazar : Market or daily market or indigenous market for commodities. 
Bepari : A petty dealer and commission agent.  
Bhadoi : Crops harvested from August to September i.e., during the fifth 

month called Bhadra of the Bengali calendar year.  
Bhusi : Waste product of rice, pulses, wheat, etc. corn. 
Beel : Marshy low land usually remaining under water for major part 

of the year.  
Biri : A kind of native blender cigarette rolled in a tree leaf or 

ordinary white paper.   
Boro rice : A variety of rice of the robi season crop.  
Bosot vita : A small place of residential plot land. 
Chaitra : Last (12th) month of Bangla (Bengali) calendar year. 
Char  : New land created by accumulating silts in rivers/seas 
Chaitali : The crop of the Bangla month Chaitra (March to mid April)  
Diar : Alluvial accretion on the bank of any river.  
Diara : People living in the diar areas. 
Faria : A petty dealer and also commission agent (middleman) who 

purchases commodities from the primary producers and sells 
them to wholesalers or big traders. 

Ferry ghat : A place where boats, launches etc. usually carry people and 
goods across a river or channel. 

Gram : Village 
Gram Sarkar : Village Government. 
Gonj : A large market place in rural area. 
Gur : Unrefined brown sugar molasses. 
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Haat : Rural Periodic Market. 
Haimantic : Crops grown during haimanto (Late Autumn) one of the six 

seasons of the Bengali year. 
Izaradar : A lease holder.  
Jattra : An open-air opera drama performance. 
Kacha road : Non-metallic road. 
Khas land  : Government Owned Land. 
Khash Collection : Daily collection of money in the haat day. 
Kal Baisakhi : A natural calamities (strong wind with rain and thunder bold) of 

the month of Baisakh. 
Khesari  : A variety of pulse crop (usually used as fodder crop) 
LGED : Local Government & Engineering Department. 
Maida             : A kind of rice crop. 
Mashkalai  : Black gram. 
Masur : Lentil. 
Magh : 10th Month of Bangla (Bengalese) calendar year. 
Mung : A kind of pulse crop of the haimantic (winter) season; green 

gram. 
Mauza  : smallest surveyed land revenue unit. 
Napit : Barber. 
Orohor : A pulse crop of a perennial shrub. The first crop from the early 

varieties is harvested in January-February, while the late 
varieties are harvested in April; red gram. 

Pagla : Mad (Pagla River) 
Pan : Betel leaf 
Pourosava : Municipality 
Push : The ninth month of the Bengali calendar year  
Pucca road : Metalled road 
Robi : Winter sown and spring harvested crop 
Santal : An aboriginal tribe of India and Bangladesh 
Saloon : Barber shop 
Thana : An administrative unit or Police Station recently predestinated 

as upazila 
Tahsil office : A revenue collector’s office 
Tomtom : Hackney carriage  
Union Parishad : A small administrative unit comprising a number of villages 
Zamindar : Landowner; peasant proprietor 
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ABBREVIATION 

AC  : Assistant Commissioner   
ADC  : Additional Deputy Commissioner 
BELA  : Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
BIDS  : Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 
BBS  : Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 
DC  : Deputy Commissioner 
dm  : Decimel 
ECA  : Environmental Conservation Act 
ECR  : Environmental Conservation Rules 
Etc.   : Etcetera  
EQS  : Environmental Quality Standard 
FAP  : Flood Action Plan 
FGD  : Focus Group Discussion 
GIS  : Geographical Information System 
GPS  : Global Positioning System 
GO  : Government Organization 
GOB  : Government of Bangladesh 
IEE  : Initial Environmental Examination 
i.e.   : That is  
MP  : Member of Parliament 
NGO  : Non-Government Organization 
OSD  : Officer on Special Duty 
PRA  : Participatory Rural Appraisal 
RPM  : Rural Periodic Market 
RRA  : Rapid Rural Appraisal 
RHD  : Roads and Highways Department 
SEMP  : Sustainable Environment Management Program 
Tk.  : Taka (Bangladeshi currency) 
SOB  : Survey of Bangladesh 
Sq.Km  : Square Kilometers 
SPARRSO : Space Research and Remote Sensing Organization 
SPSS  : Statistical Package for Social Scientist 
UNEP  : United Nations Environment Program 
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3.3 Baliadanga Haat 
Baliadanga haat is situated in Baliadanga mauza of Baliadanga union in diar area and 
the geographical location is 24.625°North latitude and 88.772° East longitude. The 
nearest neighbors� boarder of haat is Ramjibonpur in the West and South East side of 
Nayagola and in the North East Balugram haat. This union is consisted of twenty four 
mauza and six haats. Balugram, Nasipur, Chakjhuru, Ramjibonpur and Baliadanga. 
The land area of the haat is 40 dm. and it�s totally on public land and there is no non 
government land. Actually the haat covers large area occupying some personal land.  

Historical Background of 
this Haat: This haat was 
established in 2000 by the 
local union parishad Chairman 
Haroonor Rashid and Akkas 
Ali Chairman. It is a very 
famous place because many 
wise person born in this area 
and once upon a time the 
Mahananda river�s strong 
current has been flown 
beside this area.  

Infrastructural Facility:  

This haat is new but 

geographical its location is 

very suitable. Consequently 

it has been developed 

rapidly and huge numbers 

of permanent shops have 

been developed. At present 

the new three permanent shops are existed but in the old bazaar there are 120 

permanent shops and the area covers around ten acres. There is a primary school, high 

school, madrasha, college and a hafizia madrasha. But the shop arrangement is very 

haphazard in nature and the arrangement system is not environment friendly. Union 

Council, Land office, Post office, three latrine, two tube-wells and a mosque are exist 

in this haat along with some other recreational arrangements like TV, VCR. 

Map No. 3.4 



 
Chapter Three: Site and Situation Analysis of the Rural Periodic Markets             38 

Sketch Maps of Baliadanga Haat : 2000-2012 

 
Sketch map: 3.4 

 
Sketch map: 3.5 
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Land Formation of this Area:  The Mahananda river has been flown in the south 

and western part of the Baliadanga haat. South side is a Char area. Nawabganj upazila   

bear four physiographic types (Hoque, 2010) which are (i) Barind tract (ii) Old Gangs 

flood plan (iii) New Gangues flood plain and (iv) Active Gangues flood plan. The 

East side is settlement eastern part is plain land. This Baliadanga union is in old 

Ganges flood plain area.  

Climate: Baliadanga haat is situated at the very suitable place. Southern and Western 

parts are surrounded by the river Mahananda of this haat. So the weather condition of 

the haat is gentle to the people. Most of the haats are situated on the bank of river in 

this union. This water body is helpful in controlling heat and cold of this haat area. 

Population Density: The population density of Baliadanga union is 911.71 person per 

square kilometer but the average density of Nawabganj upazila is1174.08 per square 

km. Most of the land is fertile which is helpful for growing huge amount crop in this 

union. Some lands are cultivated by mango garden and some are sugarcane. Being a 

fertile and suitable land area the density of population is growing very rapidly. 

Literacy:  In Baliadanga union average literacy rate is 50.2 percent where 47.6 

percent are male and 52.6 percent are female but in the municipality area 60.8 male 

and female are literate. The literacy rate in near the sadar area is high because the 

people of this union have easy access to all educational institutions.  

Transport System: Baliadanga haat is well connected by both water and road. Most of 

the roads are Pucca during the rainy and winter season people usage there ways for 

carrying their necessary goods and commodities. Some of the internal roads are kacha but 

well connected with nearest a haats. Bus, Truck, and other engine run vehicles are not 

available but the water way is easy for the local people to communicate with the RPM.  

Agriculture:  East and South part of this haat is bounded by Mahananda river for this 

reason a lot of crop is produced in this union. Rabi crops are sown in winter and 

harvested in early summer (February to April). There is a huge variation in crop 

production such as aman (15.62%0, aus (6.23%), boro (10.04), wheat (6.4%), potato 

(11.25%), gram (7.69%), vegetables (9.24%), jute (3.44%), onion (2.22) garlic 
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(8.33%), chili (15.78%), banana (14.28%), mango (9.33%), sugarcane (4.25%) and so 

on. Beside this oil seeds, lentil, khesari, gram etc. are also called chaitali (March to 

mid April) these crops are available in this haat area. 

 

Map No. 3.5 

In the above map 3.5 the main crops of the union have been presented where 

vegetable and fruits (Papaw) are the most significant crops in this area which have 

been found from the survey of this study.  
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Some Important Activities at Baliadanga Haat 

 

  

Easy Communication Water  Way  Locally Produced Folk Medicine Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Air Unhyzenic Barber Shop   Open Air Sweetmeat Shop 

Photo No. 3.2 
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3.4 Baroghoria Haat 

Baroghoria haat is situated in Ranihati mauza of Baroghoria union and the 

geographical location is at 24.60202° North latitude and at 88.25235° East longitude. 

The nearest neighbours� haat is in the east side of Moharajpur haat and in the South 

East Bottola haat in situated. This union is made up of only Ranihati (part-1) mauza 

and it is the only one haat of this union. The total land area of this haat is 164 dm out 

of this 64 dm. is public and the rest 100 dm. is private own land. But actually, it is 

found that the haat area is vast and almost three times high land area from its actual 

land area especially land at the haat day.  

Historical Background of 

This Haat: In 1937 this haat 

was established nearby 

Habbu Master�s house. In 

1950 this area was called 

boat-ghat (a small river port) 

and men used this (ghat) for 

crossing river by boat to 

arrive at the haat. At that 

period a nominal number of 

shops were built at this haat. 

Baroghoria haat came into 

existence after independence 

and in 1998 flood this area 

and the haat was almost 

destroyed by river erosion. The port developed is not so as the Mahananda Bridge was 

constructed this and there were a good number of wood made shops here and a lot of 

� Arot�  business was also available here. Many mango Arots were available. After 

construction the bridge over the river the wooden shops began to decrease and in this 

area there is no longer hotel business is found because this business was not profitable 

Map No.  3.6 
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in this port area. Though this port (ghat) was declined, the position of haat does not 

lose its importance, rather it began to develop more vigorously for better road 

transportation system.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Infrastru ctural  Facility : Being very old, a good number of permanent shops have 

been built in this haat throughout the years. At present this haat contains 250 

permanent shops and its total land area is around ten acres. There is a primary school, 

a high school, a college, a Madrasha and a Hafizia Madrasha. But shop arrangement is 

very haphazard in nature and there is no systemic marketing environment. There are 

only two drains and two dustbins here. One slaughter house, two tin sheds are used as 

trading spot by various types of traders. However, in this haat there is an union 

council office, a land office, a post office, a Grameen Bank, an NGO� and a mango 

Arot. There are three latrines, two tube-wells one beautiful and magnificent mosque 

and several recreational centres like TV and VCR room. Moreover, this haat is well 

connected by metallic roads and water way. The details description of these 

infrastructural facilities has been presented in the sketch map of Baroghoria haat. 

Landform of this Area: The Mahananda river flows through the South and the 

Western part of the Barhogoria haat. The South side is Char; east side it is covered 

with some residential houses. Physiographically, this union is the part of Mahananda- 

Pagla flood plain area (Hossain, 1989). The land formation of this area is middle low 

land and the sea level is 6 to 12 meter high (Soil Resource Department, 1994).  

Climate:  Baroghoria haat is very significant place. This area is not so much hot 

because the flow of Mahananda river has been run through this haat and a mango 

garden is also situated around the haat.  

Population Density: The population density of Baroghoria union is 3593.43 per 

square km. Most of the land is fertile and huge crops are grown in this union and a 

major part of the land of this union is used in mango gardening, so the population 

density is high. 
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Sketch Maps of Baroghoria Haat : 1952-2012 

  
                Sketch Map: 3.6                                        Sketch Map: 3.7 

  
Sketch Map: 3.8 
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Literacy:  The average literacy rate in Baroghoria union is 50.1%, where, 48.5% male 

and 51.5% female is literate. Because this union is well communicated with the 

Nawabganj city and women get encouragement to be educated due to this effective 

govt. policy. 

Transport System:  Transport system of this haat is very easy and well. Both road 

and water way transport opportunities are prevailing in this haat. Barohogoria is 

connected with pucca roads and during rainy season and winter season buyers and 

sellers face no trouble. The roads and river communication is accessible and the haats 

are attended by relatively huge number of buyers and sellers. Most of the roads are 

pucca and connected with the nearest haats. Bus, Truck, and other engine run vehicles 

are also always available in this haat. The main transport is bus and truck lorded some 

are van and vutvuti.  

Agriculture:  Both east and the southern part of this haat area are surrounded by 

Mahananda river for this reason a lot of crop is produced in this union. The land area 

of this union is 670 hectors very in this fertile land a lot of mustard is frown.  Rabi 

crops are sown in winter and harvested in early summer to late February and March or 

to mid April. The crops present variety of products such as gram, pulses, wheat, 

barley, vegetables, boro rice, mustard and other oil seeds, lentil, khesari, gram etc. are 

also called chaitali. The season also coincides with the post flood period. The land 

gets fresh alluvium, just after receding of flood water. As the union area is small so 

the number of variety of crops are very few in number. However, being fertile land 

the amount of production is good in comparison to the other haat area of the study area. 

The cropping intensity of the study area has been presented in the map (map no. 3.7). 
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Map No. 3.7 

In the above map 3.7 the main crops of the union have been presented where sugar 

cane and sesamum are the most significant crops.  
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Some Important Activities at Baroghoria Haat 
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Photo No. 3.3 
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3.5 Bottola Haat 

The Geographical location of Bottola haat is 24.58144°North latitude and at 

88.26984°East longitudes nearest neighboring haat is Nomosonkerbati and in East 

side Horipur is situated. This haat is the main haat of Nawabganj sadar upazila and 

famous for all it glorious transaction of all types of goods and commodities. Bottola 

haat is situated at Shankarbati Mauza in Nomosonkerbati union.  

 Historical Background 

of this Haat: Bottola 

haat was started its 

function in 1840 and the 

number of permanent 

shop was only 3 and the 

temporary shops were 

around 8 to 10. The 

Mahananda River has 

flowed through the 

South-Western side of 

this haat. Bottola haat is 

the oldest haat of this 

region and people come 

here for business purpose 

quickly for better 

communication facility.  

As the haat began under a big Banyan tree it was named as Bottola haat. At the middle 

stage of time this haat developed and the communication facilities also developed. 

Permanent shop began to increase and some tin-shed markets were made completely and 

simultaneously. Population of the area is covering the haat day by day. So their demand 

of various types of goods and conditions are also increasing. After the liberation war, this 

haat was recognized as the second grade haat and the govt. took initiative of collecting 

revenue from this haat and made a plan for the overall development this haat. 

Map No. 3.8 
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Infrastructural Facility : This haat is very old one. So a lot of permanent shops are 

here. At present, there are 250 permanent shops and the land area is 223 dm. There is 

a primary school and a high school, a Madrasha and a Hafizia Madrasha in this haat. 

There is a pucca drain around the market and two dustbins, two slaughter houses; four 

pucca market complexes are available in this haat. It is noted that these market 

complexes have many open shops which are used for the traders on the haat day and 

some tin-shed made shops that is used by public function in this haat. Generator 

supplied electricity is available and this locally produced electricity is used in the 

whole haat at the load shedding period. 

Landform of This Area: Nawabganj upazila is divided into two physiographic units 

depending on land level one is in Diar and another is in Barind area. The Mahananda 

River flows by the south and south western part of the Bottola haat. 

Climate: The climate of this haat is fine as it is surrounded by many mango gardens 

and for the flow of Mahananda. This area is not so much hot because of the 

Mahananda River. If we see the 10 years weather condition of this area (appendix 

table 12) it is clear that is not so much harmful but to some extent favorable to the 

people of this area. Thus in this haat area a moderate weather is prevailing. 

Population Density:   The population density of the Pourosova sadar is very high. It 

is 5255.33 person people per square km. fertile land, good transportation and 

navigation facility contribute gently to raise this population density in this sadar area.  

Literacy: The literacy rate of Nawabganj Pourosova area is 60.8 percent of which male is 

60.6 and female is 61.1 percent (BBS, 2011) the transportation system and other facility 

of this area are good. Most of the educational institutions have been developed in this 

area. So the literacy rate is very high in comparison to the nation of average. 

Transport System: The road communication system of the Bottola haat and its 

surrounding areas is very good. Most of the roads are pucca and connected with all 

other haats of this area such as Nomosonkerbati, Horipur, Dariapur and Nayagola 

haats. Bus, truck, and other engine run vehicles are available. The main transport is 

truck and some people use van and vutvuti as the means of their transportation.  
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Sketch Maps of Bottola Haat : 1840, 1981 and 2012 

   

Sketch Map: 3.9                                                Sketch Map: 3.10 

 
Sketch Map: 3.11 
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Agriculture:  The surrounding area of this haat is rich in agricultural production. 

Through the Northern side of this haat the Mahananda river has been flown. For this 

reason a lot of crops are produced in this fertile land of the area. The crops seeds are 

processed in this union and there are several types of crops such as; aman (10.17), aus 

(3.52), boro (7.96) wheat (7.11) masskalia (3.30) potato (10.28). In addition 

vegetables (10.08), maize (42.55), mango (11.20), mustard (16.75) and some other oil 

seeds, sesamum, khesari, gram etc. are also grown in this haat at the chattily (March 

to April) season. Mango is the main fruit of this area. The crops which are grown in 

this area have been presented in appendix 3 and 10. Environment is suitable for this 

crop and this market is very busy as these crops are traded in this haat. 

 
Map No. 3.9 

In the above map 3.9 the main crops of the union have been presented where mustard 

and maize have been found as the most significant crops in this upazila. 
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Some Important Activities at Bottola Haat 
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Photo No. 3.4 
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3.6 Bulbuler Haat   

Bulbuler haat is situated at Mul Bagdanga mauza in Char Bagdanga union and the 

geographical location is 24.50628° North latitude and 88.18929° East longitude. This 

union has five mauzas such as Kamar Sakai, Bakharali, Harischandpur, Mul 

Bagdanga and Char Bagdanga. In the nearest neighbour haat is Char Bagdanga and 

Goraipara haat in the Char Bagdanga Union. 

Historical Background 

of this Haat: This haat 

started its function in 

2001 by the personal 

initiative of Bulbul 

chairman. So this haat 

name after this Bulbuler 

haat. When it was started 

its function there was no 

tree and the soil is sandy 

which so most of the 

people burned the buttock 

as the traders. So the local 

people called it buttock 

burn haat. In the next 

time, Chairmans� Abul 

Hossen wins in the local 

council election and he changed the name of this haat with his wife name (Bally ). So 

the haat was called bally  haat in the period of 1984 to 1988.  

Infrastructural  Facility : Recently, a number of permanent shops have been built but 

these shops are not enough for the traders and buyers. At present it is a host of 15 

permanent shops in the two areas. However, the name of the haat becomes popular 

after the name of Bulbul chairman.  

Map No. 3.10 
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Sketch Maps of Bulbuler Haat : 2002-2012 

 

Sketch Map: 3.12 

 

Sketch Map: 3.13 

There is no educational institution near the RPM but 2 km. away from this haat there 

is a primary school, a high school, a college, an Alim Madrasha and a Hafizia 

Madrasha in the haat. The shop arrangement of this haat is very systematic and all of 

the shops are one sided and marketing environment is very nice. But there is no 

suitable drainage system, dustbin facilities and slaughter house in this haat but there 

have three tin shed markets complexes which were made by the haat authority. Most 
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of the shops of this haat remain close on non haat days. Some shops have been 

destroyed and wild plant has been grown on the wall of these shops. There are four 

latrines and none of these are useful for the market people and the market authority is 

not sincere about it. But at present some mango trees and other trees have been grown 

up here. Only one tea stall remain open every day and people make gathering in the 

tea stall of this haat. 

Land form of This Area: The land form of this haat area is plain land formed by the 

sedimentation of the Padma Rivers. Most of the area is char area and some areas are fertile. 

This union is situated in the old Ganges flood plain area with a total land area of 8359 

hectares. Elevation of the landform is ranging from 1 to 8 meter from the mean sea level.   

Climate: The climatic condition of this area is moderate. The Padma River has flown through 

beside this reason. However, the sandy land becomes hot at the day and cold at night. 

Population Density: The population density of Char Bagdanga union is moderate, i.e. 

728.94 person per square km. Some parts of this union are regarded as char areas and 

many people become vulnerable to regular flooding which reduce population density.  

Literacy:  Bagdanga is a scatter area of Nawabganj upazila and the literacy rate of this 

union is very poor i.e. male 19.3 percent and female 22.2 percent but the average literacy 

rate is 20.80 percent. Because of the transportation system it is not suitable for marketing 

the goods and products the number of rural periodic  markets is also inadequate. 

Transport System: Bulbuler haat is connected with kacha roads and during rainy 

season, the roads become almost inaccessible and the haats are attended by relatively 

small number of buyers. Most of the roads are kacha and connected with nearest haat. 

The main transport is bull curt and some goods are carried though head loaded, bi-

cycle, motor cycle, rickshaw, van and some other similar means of transports.  

Agriculture: Through the Western and Southern sides of this haat, the Mahananda 

river has flown for this reason a lot of crops are produced in this union. After the 

flood in the fertile land a huge amount of black gram is grown in this area. However, 

the percentage of crops produced in this are is aus (10.09%), boro (7.96%), wheat 
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(13.87%), Black gram (13.5%), potato (2.57), vegetables (7.73%), jute (18.53%), 

mango (6.66%), Pigon pea (10%), shama (4.61%) (Appendix Table 6-11). The land 

gets fresh alluvium, just after receding of flood water. In the Diar areas, cultivators 

sow rabi crops on the same land this immediate system is widely practiced in the 

Charbagdanga union. 

Culture: In cropping season, the farmer become very busy after the season they are 

playing card in the market some people are watching T.V. and some people pass their 

leisure time though gossiping. 

 

Map No. 3.11 

In the above map 3.11 the main crops of the union have been presented where jute 

and wheat are trend as the most significant crops in this union. 
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Some Important Activities at Bulbuler Haat 
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Photo No. 3.5 
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3.7 Dhulauri Haat 

Dhulauri haat is situated in Debinagar mauza of Debinagar union and the 

geographical location is 24.52246° North latitude and 88.26890° East longitude. The 

nearest neighboring haat is Nasirabad and Chataidubi which are in other unions and 

only the other haat of this union is Hormar haat which is only two km. away from 

Dhulauri haat. 

Historical Background of 

this Haat: This haat was 

established in 1943 under 

the lord of Medinipur 

Company but was abounded 

in 1946 at the time of the 

partition of India. Since 

1947 to 1961 no haat was 

remained functioning here. 

In 1962 this haat again 

began its activities at the 

enterprise of Alhaz Dr. 

Mohazzid Hossain who was 

an influential local leader. 

At the beginning the haat 

was affected by huge 

amount of soil dust (dhula). 

So the haat is named as 

Dhulauri haat. At that time a lot of horses were traded in this haat. Horses came to 

Bangladesh from various districts such as Natore, Naogaon, Pabna, Rajshahi and 

other districts. Every haat day about hundred of horses were sold. Monday and 

Thursday were the haat days and till today in that two days the haat is sit on Monday 

and Thursday. In the haat days, huge number of cows, buffalos and some other 

animal are traded in this haat. 

 

Map No. 3.12 
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Sketch Maps of Dhulauri Haat : 1962-2012 

     
Sketch Map: 3.14  Sketch Map: 3.15 

 

 
Sketch Map: 3.16 
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Infrastructural Facility: Most of the infrastructures are made of tin shed and some 

are straw and mud made as the haat is very old, so a good number of permanent shops 

are existing in this haat. At present there are 210 permanent shops with in the three 

acre haat area. There is a primary school, a high school, a college, a madrasha and a 

hafizia madrasha. The shop arrangement is very haphazard in nature. There is no 

drain, dustbin, slaughter house but some tin-shed complexes are existing which are 

used by some influential traders. Though a few years ago two generators were 

supplied electricity at the whole haat area now this type electricity supply.  

Landform of this Area: Geographically this union is a new Ganges flood plain area 

and the land elevation is 6 to 12 from the sea level (Hossain, 1998). Due to regular 

flooding, accretion and destruction with the changing courses of the rivers are the 

common phenomena of the diar area. In fact, accretion is different in the composition 

of the soil. The sandy chars or diar area is less fertile, but the sediment char or diar is 

fertile and alluvial. The Ganges and its tributaries had been shifted their courses 

several in the past and created the vast diar area. 

Climate: Dhulauri haat area is a very much significant place in this area in term of 

natural environment. The surrounding of this haat area is bestowed with moderate 

climate because of the two rivers have flown through both the besides of this haat. 

The people of this locality enjoy comfortable weather. This very physical 

environment has helped in growing of and developing of some local markets.  

Population Density: The population density of Debinagar union is moderate almost 

as 889.53 persons live in per square km. it is almost same with the national average 

(857.72). Some parts of these union is regarded as char area and vulnerable to regular 

flooding which play a positive role in reducing population density.  

Literacy:  The literacy rate of this union is 32.9 percent of which male is 30.3 and 

female is 35.3. This is because of bad transportation system and lack of adequate 

number of rural periodic markets. 

Transport System: Dhulauri haat is connected with kacha road and during rainy season, 

the road become almost inaccessible and the haats are attended by relatively small 

number of buyers and sellers. Most of the roads are kacha and connected with some 

nearby haats. Bus, Truck, and other engine run vehicle are not available. The main 
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transport is bull cart, vane and vututi which are also used in carrying goods and people of 

these haats well family use motor cycle and some people hire motor cycle as a means of 

transport and about 200 motor cycles are used in carrying goods and people. 

Agriculture:  The land of this haat area is very fertile as two big rivers the Padma and 

the Mahananda have been flown through the South and the East side of this haat 

respectively. Especially  when the flood water run away huge amount of black gram is 

grown (12.0%) and there is no cultivating cost in growing these crops. Rabi crops are 

sown in winter and harvested in early summer i.e. February to April. At present the 

crop varieties are many such as, wheat, barley, lentil, khasari and gram along with the 

vegetables and pulses. The season also coincides with the post flood period. The land 

gets fresh alluvium, just after receding of flood water. In the diar areas, cultivators 

cultivate rabi crops on the same land.  

 
Map No. 3.13 

In the above map 3.13 the main crops of the union have been presented where black 

gram and boro have been found the most significant crops in this area. 
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Some Important Activities at Dhulauri Haat 
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Photo No. 3.6 
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3.8 Gobratala Haat  

Gobratala haat is situated in Mohipur mauza of Gobratala union and the geographical 

location is in 24.69443°North latitude and 88.27762° East longitude. The nearest of 

the haat in the North West is Diar Dhainager and to the West is Mohipur haat. The 

total land area is 115 dm. and the entile land is public owned land. Actually it is seen 

in the field survey that the haat area is surrounded by a big barren area. 

Historical Background 

of this Haat: The haat 

was started in 1971 and 

this haat has been rapidly 

developing as many shops 

and other institutions have 

been included. Among the 

establishments, the 

Gobratala union council 

was built first then other 

institutions were developed. 

Behind the quick 

development of Gobratala 

haat the river Mahananda 

has played a significant 

role as it is running beside 

the haat. After the 

liberation most of the people used to carry their goods by the water ways and that was 

the easiest way as the road condition was not good. This area is very densely 

populated, so other four RPMs of this union have also been developed such as South 

Chapai, North Mohipur, North West Diar Dhainager and North Sarjon haat. 

Infrastructural Facility : Though the haat is an old one, the infrastructural 

development and physical expansion is not so satisfactory in comparison with the 

other haats of this area, for example, the Mohipur haat has been much rapidly 

Map No. 3.14 
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developed within a very short period of time. At present there are 102 permanent 

shops and the land area of this haat is about ten acres .There is a primary school, a 

high school, a college, a madrasha and a hafizia madrasha around the haat area. But it 

is a matter of regret that the arrangement of shops and other markets are very 

haphazard which doctorate the overall environmental standard of this haats. There is 

no drain and dustbin in this haat but two slaughter houses, two tin shed shelters which 

are used by various buyers and sellers but some local people use these establishments 

as their personal property. The supply of water is through the pipe line that is used by 

the market people. Union council, Land office, Post office, Grameen bank, NGO�s, 

and mango arot are the major institutions of this haat boundary. Three latrines, three 

tube-wells one mosque, several TV, DIS, VCP, VCR and some other similar 

recreational facilities are available in the market area of this Gobratala haat. 

Landform of This Area: The Mahananda River runs through the North-Western part 

of the Gobratala haat and beside the river there is big village. Most of the part of the 

land is under Barind tract and some parts of the land are under old Ganges flood plain. 

The land level is mid low land and it is about 6 to 12 meters high from the sea level. 

Climate: Gobratala haat is situated beside the Mahananda River but its opposite side 

is under the Barind tract. So the climatic condition of this area is not so much suitable 

for the people. In summer the temperature becomes high on the other hand in winter 

the temperature remains low.   

Population Density: The population density of Gobratala union is moderate i.e. 

730.50 persons per square km. Most of the land is fertile and so a huge amount of 

crops grow in this area and some land contains mango gardens and most of the lands 

is used for growing rice and sugarcane. So the density of population remains in 

moderate level. 

Literacy:  The literacy rate of Gobratala union is 44.7 percent where 43.2 percent is 

male and 46.1percent is female. Because of good transportations system the number 

of rural periodic markets along with the economic solvency the education rate also 

have been high in this area. So most of the people are influenced by the RPMs and get 

some benefits from these haats. 
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Sketch Maps of Gobratala Haat : 1971-2012 

     
                     Sketch Map: 3.17                                      Sketch Map: 3.18 

 
Sketch Map: 3.19 
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Transport System: Gobratala haat is connected by both pucca roads and water ways. 
So, during the rainy season and in the winter season the buyers and sellers do not face 
any problems. The haats are attended by relatively large number of buyers and sellers. 
Though some of the roads are kacha and connected with nearest haats people can use 
vututi and peddler vans to communicate through these interlinked kacha streets in 
carrying commodities to the haats.  

Agriculture:  In the East and South, the Mahananda River carries a huge amount of 
silt to this area. For this reason a lot of crops are produced in the fertile land of this 
union. Gobratala union is divided into two parts: one is diar area which is very fertile 
and another is under Barind tract which is less fertile. This union bears two characters 
in respect of fertility of land in the agricultural points of view. The Western part 
which is covered with mango gardens and in the Eastern part there is a vast rice 
cultivation land area. In terms of density of crops; aman (23.28%), aus (6.23%), boro 
(10.58%), wheat (12.09%), potato (17.68%), vegetable (10.08%), gram (10.2%), jute 
(6.03%), onion (12.2%), garlic (16.66%), chili (42.10%), corinder(14.28%), turmeric 
(26.66%), papaw (12%), banana (28.57%), mango (15.20%), sugarcane (64.89%), 
ginger (50%) are produced in this union. 

 
Map No. 3.15 

In the above map 3.15 the main crops of the union have been presented where ginger 

and chili are the most significant crops in the cropping intensity survey. 
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Some Important Activities at Gobratala Haat 
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Photo No. 3.7 
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3.9 Hormar Haat 

Hormar haat is situated under Unapnager mauza in part-2 of 8-no Debinagar union. 
The haat is 20 meters high from the sea level and the GPS value is 24.49974° east and 
88. 28604° north. Though this haat is situated in Debinagar union, the haat serve the 
people of Unapnager union as there is no haat in this union. The Unapnager union 
contains four mauzas like Char-Baliaghata, Char-Kashimpur, Char-Basudebpur, and 
Char Unapnager. Hormar haat is near the Unapnager union council area. 

Background of the Haat:  
This haat was started in 
1992 and then the haat had 
no land of its own but a 
man donated 10 dm. land 
for the development of the 
haat. About 30 years ago 
the Padma river was far 
away from this haat but 
now the river is flowing by 
the haat area. Ten year ago 
this area was a cultivable 
land and a lot of crops 
were grown in this field 
but now this land has 
fallen into the river�s belly. 
There were many mango 
gardens, bamboo fields, 
educational institutions 
and some other settlements 

all have been destroyed by the river erosion of the eastern part of the river. 
Consequently people have become homeless landless and shelterless in this area.  
Infrastructural  Facility: This haat area is situated beside the riverbank and Char 
area. The shape is East-West long and it is situated on the road side. It began its 
function in 1992 at Horma village. There are 21 Permanent shops and temporary 
around 60 shops are there in this haat.  There is no drain, dustbin, and dumping place 
but all around the haat there are a number of mongo gardens and bamboos fields. 
Most of the commodities are local products and most of the traders are village people 
and now they can deal in business very easily. 

   

Map No. 3.16 
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Sketch Maps of Hormar Haat : 1992-2012 

 

 

 
Sketch Map: 3.20  Sketch Map: 3.21 

 
Sketch Map: 3.22 
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Landform of This Area: The Padma river is near the Western side of the haat. 

Ganges and Mahananda based char area is the main land area of this haat which is 

called low land. The land level of this area is one to eight meters high from sea level 

(Hossain, 1998). Geographically this area is new Ganges flood plain area (Haque, 

2005). The settlement is low in the east and north side of the haat as there in much 

barren land in the char area.  

Climate: Hormar haat is situated in a geographically important place which is 

surrounded by a moderate environment because of the flow of the Padma river which 

has been flowing beside this haat. The people of this locality enjoy comfortable 

weather. This physical environment has helped the growth of markets but this 

glorious haat is going to lose its heritage due to massive river erosion. 

Population Density: The population density of Debinagar union is thin i.e. 443.79 

person per-square km. but in Char Unapnagar the density of population is 581.80 per-

square km. Some parts of these unions are regarded as char area and the regular 

flooding makes them vulnerable which reduces population density.  

Literacy: Debinagar union literacy rate is 32.9 percent but in Char Unupnapnagar it is 

42.3 percent. Debinagar union literacy is low but Char Unapnagar literacy is almost 

high because the Unapnagar union is very much adjacent to Godagari Upazila and all 

education opportunities are available to the people of this union. 

Transport System:  Hormar   haat is connected with kacha roads to the Dhulauri 

haat by the way on foot beside the Padma River and a kacha road to the Raninagar 

haat and Godagari upazila. Most of the roads are muddy and there is no way of 

visiting the haat except on foot.  

Agriculture: Some parts of Debinagar union and char Unapnagar union people sell 

their products in this RPM. It is observed that the Char Unapnagar union agricultural 

products are many facet like aus 6.20 %, boro 3.34%, maskalail 8.30% potato 6.43%, 

mustard seed 3.63%, vegetable 5.04% gram 2.56% lentil 5.12% , jute 2.58%, onion 

5.55% garlic 2.5% corinder4.28% papaws 4% mango 2.53% and so on. It is noted 
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that most of these crops are grown normally. So the market is not so busy and most of 

the sellers and buyers usually come from the nearby villages.  

 
Map No 3.17 

In the above map 3.17 the main crops of the union have been presented where Italian 

millet and potato are the most significant crops in the cropping intensity survey.
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Some Important Activities at Hormar Haat 

 

 

 

Main Market Place of the Haat  A primary School at the Premises of 
the Haat 

 

 

 

The Severe Erosion Seen of the 
Haat 

 Unproductive Erosion of the River 
Bank 

Photo No. 3.8 
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3.10 Moharajpur  Haat 

Moharajpur haat is situated in Ranihati mauza of Moharajpur union and its 

geographical location is 24.60088° north latitude and 88.23607° east longitude. The 

nearest neighboring haat is Ranihati and Golaper haat, which are situated at the North 

West and South-East sides of Ranihati respectively. This union is made up of only 

one mauza. The total land area of this haat is 239 dm. out of this 51dm. is public and 

the rest 188 dm. in private own land but actually it covers many times land as it sits in 

two separate places. 

Historical Background 

of this Haat: Later on 

Sakender Mia started 

supervising this haat and 

it was held for the 

development of a school 

and it used the school 

field as the haat ground 

for a long time. After 

liberation war this haat 

was developed and near 

about 50 permanent 

shops have been built up 

in the meantime. These 

were built in between 

1971 and 2004. This haat 

sat in the school field so 

most of the local people called this haat as schooler haat (a haat of school). In 2005 

this haat changed its place to the opposite side of the road which was actually a 

marshy land but the local people filled up the low land with soil and made it suitable 

for a weekly haat. The local MP Harun-or-Rashid who was politically powerful then 

played a significant role for doing this.  

Map No. 3.18 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































