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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The population growth of a region or country depends upon three basic components, 

namely fertility, mortality and migration. Fertility and mortality are usually considered 

biological components of population growth, which influence population mainly within the 

biological frame work, though socio-economic and cultural factors also have its impact on 

them. Migration is a complex phenomenon involving a number of social, economic, 

cultural, political and behavioural factors. The studies in relation to nature and behaviour of 

these components have always been handled with great interest, because the development 

of a country, to a great extent, depends on them. 

A study of migration is of key importance in social science, particularly in population 

studies. The study of migration in Bangladesh has remained neglected and adequate 

attempts have not been made to document its effect on different demographic variables. 

Owing to limited resources/opportunities in the rural areas, a large number of people 

continue to move towards towns/cities and/or abroad for their livelihood. It plays a 

significant role in influencing urban growth and assisting the rural development. 

The propensity of migration is usually influenced by a combination of push-pull 

factors. People migrated to cities and towns because they are attracted by livelihood 

opportunities. Studies on migration have established a positive association between levels 

of infrastructural development of a region and the magnitude of out-migration (CUS, 1990). 

Migration studies in different regions of developing countries have generally dealt with the 

economic aspects of migration. However, majority of these studies have dealt with the 

differentials and determinants of migration focusing mainly on causes and consequences of 

migration (Afsar, 1995a; 1995b; Hossain, 1996; Hugo, 1991; Krishnan and Rowe, 1978; 

Mclnnis, 1971; Mehta 1991; Mehta and Kohli, 1993; Selvaraj and Rao, 1993; Stoeckel et al. 
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1972; Wintle, 1992; Yadava, 1988). It is important to understand intentions of migration, 

extent of migration and its effect on the growth of urban population for proper urban 

planning, as well as, for furthering rural development. 

In Bangladesh, adequate attention to migration aspects has not given which may be 

due to lack of national level data. The existing micro-level studies mostly investigated the 

characteristics of migrants at destination places mainly Dhaka city (CUS, 1988, 1990 and 

1996), giving a little attention to the causes of out-migration from villages (Afsar, 1995a; 

Chaudhury, 1978). Majumder et al. (1989) and Amin (1986) studied the economic 

consequences of migration based on sample surveys conducted in Dhaka city. Chaudhury 

(1980) found that out-migration is generally higher from the villages characterised by 

land scarcity, unequal distribution of land, and high proportion of agricultural labourer. 

Afsar (1995a) argued that migrants often benefitted more than non-migrants because of 

their innovative, risk taking and desperate nature. The benefits included higher or regular 

income, gain in wealth, greater access to public services and education. 

The rural-urban migration is very common in Bangladesh. The census data of 

Bangladesh is not sufficient to study the causes and consequences of migration because 

only some information about place of birth is available in the census schedule. 

Accordingly, it is important to give attention to micro-level studies based on sample 

surveys, which have the advantage of identifying regional heterogeneity. In fact, the 

existing studies in Bangladesh have failed to address causes and consequences of 

migration at the individual and/or household level of a particular region. The studies 

carried out in Bangladesh are mainly destination based, and attention on causes and 

consequences of migration at individual or household level of a particular origin is 

ignored. Usually, a migration study covers some parts or all the areas, viz. (i) estimation 

of migration from direct or indirect method, (ii) migration differentials and characteristics, 

(iii) determinants of migration decision, and (iv) implications and consequences of 

migration on socio-economic, demographic and cultural factors. This study deals with 

some aspects of migration, particularly differentials and determinants of migration, 

patterns and trends of migration, and volume and direction of migration. 
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1.2 Country setting 

Bangladesh is one of the most densely populated countries in the world. It is 

located in flat and fertile land in South Asia, being located 20°34' and 26°38' North 

latitude and 88°01' and 92°41' East longitude. Bangladesh is a small country of 147570 

square kilometres area. Bangladesh's population estimated to be 123.8 million in census 

2001. It is growing at the rate of 1.06 percent per annum(census, 2001).The Bangladesh 

Population Policy indicates that the population should stabilize at 210 million by 2060, if 

replacement-level fertility is reached by 2010. This estimate of future population size is 

reasonably consistent with the World Bank projections from 1994 (Bos et.al., 1994) and 

(United Nation,1996).The population density has increased from 463 to 806 person per 

square kilometre between 1970 and 1994(WB, 1996), and in 2001 census it is increased 

843 person per square kilometre. Population density is expected to continue rising until to 

year 2025, when 1,632 persons are expected to be living per square kilometre 

(UN,1991a). Another major demographic trend is the rapid rate of urbanization. In 1970-

75 only 9.3 percent of the population lived in urban area. It raised to 13.4 in 1980-85. 

During 1989-94, urban population has become 17.8 percent and the census 2001, it is 

23.52 per cent. By the year 2020, 38 percent are expected to be living in urban areas (WB, 

1996). 

In the mid-seventies, Bangladesh was Asia's fifth and world' s eighth most 

populous country of the world. Now, it ranks as the sixth and the ninth respectively 

indicating that the population control programmes have a more than average success in 

Bangladesh (GOB, 1998). The 1991 census reveals that 45 percent of the population is 

below 15 years of the age, 52 percent are between the ages of 15 and 64 years and only 3 

percent at age 65 or over(BBS, 1994), and 39 percent of the population is below 15 years 

of the age, 57 percent are between the ages of 15 and 64 years and only 4 percent at age 

65 or over(census,2001) From 1975 to 2001, the elderly population (age 65 and above) 

increased from 2 to 4 per cent. The total fertility rate has decreased from 3 .45 in 1995 to 

2.41 in 2006 (BBS,1206). There has been a substantial decline in the crude birth rate in 

Bangladesh. It was 28.5 birth per 1000 population in 1993, declined to 27.0 in 1995 and 

then to 20.6 in 2006 (BBS,2006). The crude death rate also has fallen dramatically in 
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Bangladesh from about 11.0 per 1000 population in 1992 to 8.6 in 1995 and 5.6 in 

2006(BBS,2006). The infant mortality rate was 92 deaths per 1000 live births in 1991, 

and has further fallen to about 75 in 1994 to 77 and to 45 in 2006(BBS,2006). There is 

evidence of modest improvement in life expectancy during the past decade. Life 

expectancy at birth was 56 years for males and 55 years for females in 1991. These have 

increased to 58.4 years for men and 58.1 years for women in 1995(BBS,1995) and it also 

increased to 64.5 years for male and 66 years for women in 2006 (BBS, 2006). 

Bangladesh is predominantly rural. About 80 percent of its population live in rural 

areas. Rural Bangladesh society continues to remain largely conservative, traditional, and 

agrarian, much as it has been for centuries, although some change has been observed 

during the recent times. Economic conditions are not improving for the vast majority. 

Despite fertile soil and abundant water reserves, the performance in the agricultural 

sector continues to be low due to constraints on resources for irrigation and fertilizers 

needed for the high-yield crops1
• The demand for jute, the principal foreign exchange 

earner after overseas remittances, has declined in international markets, thus worsening 

the prospects of growth in the agricultural sector. The share of agricultural in GDP still 

remains quite high, and the share of the industrial sector in GDP, although higher than in 

the past, continues to remain low. 

The low rate of growth in the agricultural sector, and indeed, the economy as a 

whole coupled with a doubling of the rural population over the past three decades has 

resulted in increase in an underemployment, widespread fragmentation and subdivision 

of land, increased distress scale of land, and a sharp rise in landlessness. All these have 

worsened income distribution2
. Whatever improvements have taken place in the 

1 This is not to say that there have been no improvements in the agricultural sector, but that the 
performance remains below the expected level. In fact, cropping intensity, the percentage of cropped 
acreage under irrigation, and the use of fertilizers have increased during the past decade or so on (GOB, 
1988). 
2 The benefits of the green revolution have not been uniformly distributed among all groups of the rural 
population. There is evidence to suggest that the landed rice have benefited much more than the others 
owing to their command over various resources (financial and physical) that enable them to obtain inputs 
required for the high-yielding varieties. This, inequality has, it is believed, worsened income distribution 
among the rural population, worsening economic equality has been elaborately discussed in Alamgir, 
1974; , UN, 198 1). 
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agricultural sector, it has been argued that increases in agricultural productivity has not 

kept pace with population growth(Alamgir,1974; Hossain,1977), and consequently, food 

deficit continues to be a serious problem in the country. 

Bangladesh achieved a GDP growth rate higher than5.94% (99/00) and 6.43% in 

2006/07 years. Census, 2001 ). Despite this steady progress, population growth has meant 

that per capita income grew annually only by 2.0%. So per capita income which stood at 

US $208 in 1990, increased only to US $270 by 1996(WB, 1997). The growth in income 

also remains very skewed: Over the ten years to 1991/92, income distribution scarcely 

changed-the top 5% of the population received nearly 19% of the national income while 

the bottom 40% received only 17%. The Bangladesh Institute for Development Studies 

estimates that between 1987 and 1994 the proportion of people living in poverty fell from 

58% to 52%. In 1995-96, Household expenditure survey, about 40% of the population 

were below the lower poverty line and as many as 57% percent were below the upper 

poverty line (BIDS, 1987 & 1994). 

Education is a key factor in sustainable development. It is at the same time a 

component of well-being and a factor in the development of well being through its links 

with demographic as well as economic & social facts. Literacy for population 7 years and 

above has operational significance and according to inter nation usage, this is the rate 

which is relevant in analysis of trends and inter-country and/or inter regional comparisons. 

According to Bangladesh Data sheet, the literacy rate which was 32.4 percent in 1990-91 

has increased to 46.20 percent in 2001. 

Development of infrastructure is reflected by development of roads and 

communication, mass media, electrification and health institutions. Between 1982 and 

1986, cumulative road kilometres increased by about 46 percent, from 7,432 to 

10,887(GOB,1988). In between 1991 to 1994 this has increased to about 11 percent from 

14,104 to 15,604(BBS,1995). 

The percentage of electricity connection both rural and urban are 13.91 and 76.43 in the 

period 1994, then it is increased 23 .25 and 79.92 in 2001(census, 2001). The increase in 

electricity coverage in rural areas has two important implications: (1) it promotes 
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employment through expansion in agro-based industries and cottage and small-scale 

industries, and such industries are believed to have created opportunities for female 

employment as well, and (2) it enhances mass media coverage, which helps to modernize 

people's outlook and attitudes in general, and those related to small family size norms 

and use of family planning in particular (UNFP A, 1990). 

The health situation of the population has improved quite remarkably. Smallpox, 

malaria and cholera have been eradicated or are no longer major killers. Life expectancy 

at birth reached 64.6 years in 2006. Total fertility was reduced from 3.4 in 1995 to2.41 in 

2006. The crude death rate dropped from 9.0 in 1995 to5.6 in 2006 and is expected to 

decline further. Infant mortality rate has declined to around 45 per 1000 live births in 

2006. Similarly, the under-5 mortality dropped from over 133 per 1000 live birth in 1995 

and 62 per 1000 in 2006. In terms of physical facilities, there were 1681 hospitals (676 in 

the public sector and 1005 in the private sector) of different categories with 51484 beds 

(35379 in the public sector and 16105 in the private sector) in the country in 2006. With 

regard to health and medical professionals, the country so far produced 42881 graduate 

doctors by 2006 giving a doctor-population ratio of 1 :3032. The doctor-nurse ratio was 

2: 1. In case of nurse-population ratio, the position was 1 :6462 (BBS, 2006). Total 

expenditure on health and related activities became more than triple during the period 

1999-00 and 2006-07, and total expenditure on health and related activities as percent of 

GDP increased from 4.80 percent to 7.64 percent (BBS, 2006). Thus, although there have 

been some improvements in health facilities and coverage, total expenditure as percent of 

GDP still remains quite low. 

Over 96.3 (census,2001) percent of the people in the rural areas now use safe 

drinking water compared to 56 percent only in 1975. There has also been improvement in 

the coverage of the sanitary methods from 9 percent in 1991 to 55.0 percent in 

2006(BBS,2006). Therefore, there is a strong need to improve availability of physicians, 

hospital beds and nurses, in addition to the need for better quality of medical services. 












































































































































































































